GEORGE THE THIRD
to oppose him ? His previous opponent—one Dinglcy who was
a Limehouse sawmills proprietor—was out of the question: not
only had he only secured five votes at the last election, but he
had been severely handled by the crowd and was disinclined to
risk his neck again. Eventually a suitable candidate was forth-
coming in Colonel Henry Luttrell, the son of the Earl of Car-
hampton and a popular officer in the Guards. Luttrell put up a
plucky fight, but the odds were against him from the outset,
and once again Middlesex by a handsome majority elected
Wilkes as its Member of Parliament. What Burke described
as ' the fifth act of this tragi-comedy' ended with the
Commons declaring Luttrell the lawfully elected Member for
Middlesex, since Wilkes had been declared incapable of sitting
in Parliament.
The Government had put itself into an unenviable position.
A sacred principle of the Constitution had been ruthlessly violated:
a cheap demagogue had been invested with all the glories of
martyrdom and cast in the role of a champion of popular liberties.
To blame the Ministers for the line they had taken would perhaps
be unjust: no doubt they shared the King's frequently expressed
view—* that if firmness be now shewn this affair will vanish into
smoke, but if this is omitted no one can say to what lengths
Faction may not go/ But it would have been wiser had they
ignored Wilkes—even had they allowed him to take his seat in
Parliament. Horace Walpole took that view in a letter which
he wrote to his friend, Sir Horace Mann, soon after Wilkes
returned to England.
In my opinion [he said] the House of Commons is the place where
he [Wilkes] can do the least hurt, for he is a wretched speaker, and
will sink to contempt, like Admiral Vernon, who I remember just
such an illuminated hero, with two birthdays in one year.
The only consolation which the King and his Ministers could
have from the sorry business was that despite the forces marshalled
against them they had gained their way, and had not truckled to
* Faction/
It is not difficult to imagine the Bong's anxiety during the
struggle with Wilkes. He was aware that with the exception
of Weymouth and Barrington the Ministers had little heart in
the business—and in such a mood there was always the danger
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